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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CARACA 11256 181658Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

038842 181709Z/44 

O 181628Z NOV 77 

FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0031 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 11256 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, OPEC 

SUBJECT: OPEC OIL PRICE DEMARCHE 
REF: CARACAS 11117 

1 . 1 WOULD LIKE EARNESTLY TO RECOMMEND THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER PERSONALLY TELEPHONE PRESIDENT PEREZ ON THE OIL 
PRICE QUESTION. THIS IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE APPROACH 
THAT CAN BE MADE AND I BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD HAVE A 
VERY GOOD CHANCE OF SUCCESS; ANY OTHER APPROACH, INCLUD- 
ING A PERSONAL LETTER WOULD HAVE LESS ASSURANCE OF 
SUCCESS. 

2. PRESIDENT PEREZ HAS AN IMMENSE RESPECT AND LIKING 
FOR PRESIDENT CARTER (SEE FOR EXAMPLE CARACAS 11160 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS). HE OPERATES QUINTESSENTIALLY IN 
PERSONAL TERMS SO THAT THE BEST WAY TO DEAL WITH HIM 
IS ALWAYS PERSONALLY. IN THIS CASE HE IS SO RECEPTIVE 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER THAT HE WILL LISTEN TO THINGS FROM 
HIM HE WOULD REJECT FROM OTHERS. (THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
TOLD ME ONCE THAT OUR CURRENT ERA OF GOOD FEELINGS 
WAS SEALED BY THE OPENING COMMENT PRESIDENT CARTER 
MADE TO PRESIDENT PEREZ AT THEIR FIRST BILATERAL 
DURING THE JUNE STATE VISIT. WHEN HE SAID: "I NEED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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YOUR ADVICE AND HELP"; HE HAD HIM IN THE PALM OF HIS 
HAND THEREAFTER.) 

3. 1 REPEAT THAT I REALLY BELIEVE THAT A PERSONAL 
PHONE CALL SUPPLEMENTING THE SECRETARY'S VISIT, 

PERHAPS OCCURRING DURING IT, AND CAST IN THIS PERSONAL 
FRIENDSHIP/MUTUAL RESPECT STYLE, HAS A CONSIDERABLY 
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BETTER CHANCE OF SUCCEEDING THAN ANY OTHER KID OF 
DEMARCHE. IT IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE THING WE CAN DO, 

AND FOLLOWING ON THE PRESIDENT S PERSONAL CONTACT 
WITH THE SHAH, PERSONAL CONTACT WITH PEREZ WOULD 
HAVE MOST A FAVORABLE ECHO WITH HIM. 

VAKY 
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